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no doubt, 4 as the Subjeft appointed 
for his Funeral Text had often mi- 
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fide; A Mind devoted.to God, adotu d with ho- 
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IV. 1 ſhall conclude: the Diſcourſe with 2 few : | 
ſuitable to the ena, and, Se 2 mee 
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Fi I ſhall endeavour to e en . illuſtrate 


this Propoſition: Mew. are the eArietions of the 


Righteous. EE. 07 . 


as well as in many other ts ene e holy J, l 


teures, is denominaced ſome Abs 


and ſometimes by another, as beſt its hy 00 | 


cafjon of his being introduced} So that whgn 


Mee, sche {ame as if ba ind ſaid, man 
e Aflidions of the good Man. | i 
115 of the e .of his we. may be 3 
ily Obſervation, with the aſſiſtance of a 
| degree of that Charity, which our Religion 
e and ipjoins For % find it exem- 


ied in numberleſß es: Virzue is often in 
Bens of eminent Piety. and Holineſs 
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isfortunes;; their A fflictions are as conſpicuous 

a their Faith,.:and11a8: various; gs chein Graces: 
Their good Works ſhine before Men, and ſpread a 
Hory;, 1 em but tis thro' Cloud of E- 
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ood Man ſhall meet with ill ſueceſs, and his. 
Crolles and Diſappointments ſo.weaken;his hands, 
that he cannot ęxęeute the-charitable Purpoſes and 
pious Deſires of his Heart. Inſtances: of this kind 
are very commom in the preſent Age, and Hil-: 
tory: will inform us, that they have been, ſo from 
the earlieſt Acgounts of time. IIIENT. 0 F Won 
And methinks e ee n de many. 
plaia Examples of this Truth, Which every Age. 
has abounded with, any ſhould; everche faund 801 
call it in queſtion, or ever to, ĩmagine good Men 
to be exempted from any Calamities of this. 
Lie, when the beſt of Men have from time 30. 
= Ent e involyed in the heawieſt and molt din 
itreſling eircumancess. ba walls nnd 
* JT wn it ſeems there were ſuch Men of old 
Men who accounted. worldly; Proſperity and g 
ternal Advantages to be an indication of the ſpe? 
cial Love of God, and of his e eee the 
i Principles and Conduct of the Perſons who! enjoy7d 
them; and on the other hand, that great Afflictiong 
| were marks of his Hatred, and diſlike of their In- 
tentions and Practices who endured them. 
Such, for inſtance, were Job's Friends. While 
the Candle of the Almighty was upon his, Head, bis 
Children were about him, he waſh'd his Steps with But, - 
ter, his Glory was freſh"in him, and hit Bow Wal Yer 


wew'd in his Hand; . While: he continued | in, ſuch 


-. 
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_ flouriſhing Circumſtances, theſe Men, no doub! 
join'd with his Neighbours in applauding him 
his great Piety, Juſtice, and Charity, and the juſt 
Rewards of his ſuperior. Merit. But when-once 
the Scene was alter d, and Job became as remarks 
able for his Afflictions, as he had been for his 
abundance of outward Bleſſings; theſe ſame Per- 
ſons in common with, others immediately change 
their language, and begin to ſuſpect his rity, 
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of Mankind, * Re to be born to na 

By: AY, 107110 97 32 OW; 1 JL 
But ſure fuch” 4 Method of Judging 7s ery 
e aud moſt of all inexcufable in 


þ 2 * 4 # * Wiſe and their | . 
ure in Cod Bands, . de T4 
yet he adds at the ſame time, that no Man kniwe 
ener Love or Batred' Sa that 5s. Before them; 


Rn 1t6'the wicked" ti the good and to the 


SHEET 01507 2 E230 it 5 by * 0 $9 SHE 

50 

Fx „ »» "Luke fo 77 EGS | 
ee eee Bns eee e en 

N. Hp | | clean, 1 


7 * * 
* b n z . 4 
r Fs 4 
5 — 


* p 4 * 35 8 26 OI + 5 
N - EE Eons EOS 
4 IJ Y 
g * BY *F 
* * « $5 


, ** 


4 


clean, and to the unclean; to him that ſacrificeth, and 
to him that ſacrificeth not: dt is the Wicked, - ſo it E 
the Sinner; aud he that ſweareth, as he, that feareth 


Nor does the . diſpenſation of the Goſpel give 
the good Man any reaſon to hope for an exemption 
from worldly Trouble, but he is taught to expect 
the quite contrary. For Chriſt, the Author of 

this Religion, who was himſelf a Man of Sorrows 
and acquainted with Grief, was ſo far from flattering © 
Men into his Church with promiſes of Security 
from earthly Calamitys; that he tells them plainly, 
in the World they ſhall have Tribulation. _ And 
his Apoſtles repreſent Afflictions as the Lot and 


Portion of good Men in this Life. g 54 : 


St. Paul calls them the Aictions of the Goſpel. 
And the Author to the Hebrews is very full and 
expreſs. to. this purpoſe. . * Whom, . ſays he, the 
Lord loveth, he chaſteneth.; and ſcourgeth every" Son, 
whom he receiveth. If ye endure. not Chaſtiſement, 
whereof all are partakers; then are, je Baſtards, and 
W eee, 
And noy, if to fach füll and expres 'declara- 
tions, we add the accounts which the ſacred Hiſ- 
torians give of the great and many Afflictions of 
Men, Who had not only the Reputation of being 
good Men, but the atteſtation of God himſelf to 
their Sincerity and Uprightneſs; methinks we 
ſhould be effectually cured of ſuch an unfair Way 
of reaſoning, and kept for the future from judg- 
ing hard of our Neighbours, whom Providence. 
ſuffers to fall into many Tribulations and Afflic- 
Abrabam was the Father of the faithful, and 
God himſelf files him his. Friend. Moſer was de 
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the Teſtimony of the Lord, that hee was none 
lite him in the Earth, a perfect and upright Man, 
and one tha feared God, and efchewed Evil. Da- 
vid was a Man after God's own Heart : of whom 
as to the Fleſh, Chrift carte (who is Cad over all 
en for eben,] The" Apoſtles alfo were 
- Heroes in Virtue and Religion, and abounded 
with marks of the divme Favour and Approbation. 
Now all theſe Men, and many others renownd 
for Religion and their uncommon attainments in 
Virtue, and whoſe ſinrerity none can queſtion, it 
being, attefted by God: himſelf, were yet involved 
hd aig on 2 AI IRE 
Lo char upon rhe” Whole it may be laid down 
e Logon Trach, that the beſt of 
fen-are liable to Bc Afffictions and Calamities 
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in this Life of, in the phraſe of our Text, Many 
are the Afiittions of the & of 1 Ss Eee xi 
. Indeed theſe words of the Plalmift, and what 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles ſay to the ſame pur- 
have tcl'd by ſome much beyond 
the true deſign and tritention” of chem. For ſome 
of the anticar Chriftlans**concluded from ſuch 
Scriptures as L have mentions, that ncere Righ- 
teoufneſs and worldly Profperity were incompati- 

ble, and could never meet in the fame” Perſon; 


That an cafy Paſſage "thro" this World, could” 


never be the Lot of the Righteous +. And chat 
uolefs. a Man encured mas Aliens in e 
Life, he had reaſon to ' fear that his Poftion of © 
good things was confin'd to the Earth, and that 
. be ſhould have no reward in Heaven. Hence ma- 
ny in the firſt Ages of the Church plunged them 
ſelves unneceſſarily into Trouble, laid themſelves 
open to Perſecution and Violence without 1 1 
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and even courted Chains and Fetters, Dungeons 


and Priſons, Racks and Tortures, Fire and Fag- 
0 got, hen they might have eſcaped them with a | 
good Conſcience. They were told by the Cap- 


tain of their Salvation, that they muſt tabe up 
their Croſs and follow him; and therefore if no Croſs 
was laid upon them, they ſought after it. Be- 


cauſe the Apoſtles confirm d the Souls of the ſuf- 


ffering Diſciples, by telling them that h much 
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Tribulation they ſhould enter into the Kingdom "of God; 
they thought in the Nature of things, and by the 
appointment of Heaven, there was no obtaining 


it without wading thro' Tribulation. 


nut ſure this is not the Doctrine of the Scrip- 
tures, nor will any thing ſaid by the Authors ei- 


ther of the New or Old Teſtament bear the 
weight of it. Our Saviour indeed ſeems to make 
ſuffering Afflictions to be the fate of all his Dif- 


ciples and Followers. And the Apoſtles make 


Tribulation a diſtinguiſhing badge between the 
Children of God and the reſt of the World. 


But then, ſuch phraſes are manifeſtly adapted te 
the Cireumſtances of the Chureh in thoſe times of 


fiery. Trial and furious Perſecutions. In that Age 
Men eſpouſed the Chriſtian Religion with the ut- 


moſt hazard of their Lives and Fortunes; and 'twas 
great odds but an open and ſteddy profeſſion of it 


would plunge its Votarys into Afflictions of the 
molt ſhocking. nature. Conſidering therefore the 


condition of the Church in this its infant State, 


there is nothing in ſuch Expreſſions of Soripture, 


as we find in the Goſpels and Epiſtles, which re- 
preſent Afflictions as inſeparable from ſincere 
Chriſtians, but what ſuited! then with common 


and ordinary matters of Fact. But then ſuch De- 
clarations of the ſtate of good Men in thoſe 


difficult times ſhould not be made the Rule 6 
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Providence in After-Ages, when the Church en- 
- Joyd: reſt, was grown up from infant weakneſs 
to a more confirm'd ſtate, had the advantage of a 
national Eſtabliſhment,” and had Kings to be her 
nurſing Fathers, and Queens her nurſing Mo- 
thers. In ſuch favourable Junctures good Men 
might openly avow their Principles, act up to their 
Sentiments, and walk in all reſpects as becomes 
the Goſpel, without risking their Lives, Liber- 
ties, or any other worldly Comforts and Enjoy- 
ments. They might in ſuch Seaſons of Tran- 
quillity, and Liberty of Conſcience, be religious 
without enduring the Chaſtiſement, which the 15 
Author to the Hebrews mentions, as the certain 
Portion of Chriſtians in his days 8 
Indeed theſe words of the Pſalmiſt, which I 
am now conſidering, are ſuited to all Times and 
Seaſons, and laid down by David as a Propoſition 
that will hold true in every Age of the World. 
For even now, at ſo great a diſtance from his 
time, it may with as much juſtice and propriety 
as then be ſaid, Many are the Afictions of the 
righteous. But ſure theſe. words were not de- 
ſign d to aſſert, that a Man cannot be righteous 
without ſuffering many Afflictions. For to ſay 
this, would be to offend againſt the Generation of 
the Children of God, as much as to infer from 
the Tronbles and Calamities of good Men, that 
they have cleanſed their Hearts in vain, and waſhed 
their Hands in Iunocence . For ſuch an interpre- 
tation would lead us to cenſure and condemn as 1 
unrighteous, every one who enjoys an eaſy and 
proſperous condition in this Life, let him give in 
dther reſpects ever ſo ſtrong and clear Proofs o ß 
his Integrity and Uprightneſs. No doubt but 
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there are many who are rich in worldly Subſtance, 


and in Faith too, whoſe Bodies proſper in Health 


and Soundneſs, even as their Souls proſper ; and 


whoſe earthly Comforts grow and increaſe, as do 
their Graces and Virtues When therefore our 
Author lays it down as a general truth, Many are 


the Afllictions of the Righteous, the Indefinite muſt 


not be converted into an Univerſal, as if the Rule 
had no Exception; but his Senſe ſeems to com- 
prehend theſe two things ; 3 

(i.) That the Righteous are liable to many (i. e. 


to all kinds of) Afflictions in this Life. There 


is no external Evil under the Sun, to which hu- 
man Nature is ſubject, but the Righteous may be 
invaded and exerciſed with it, as well as other 
Men. However, in virtue of a ſpecial and pe- 


culiar Providence, which conſtantly guards and 


_ attends them, their ſupreme and ultimate Hap- 
pineſs, and every thing relating thereto, is ſafe 


and ſecure, inſomuch that nothing ſhall endanger 


or obſtru& it, but every thing contribute to its 
Eſtabliſhment and Growth ; yet there is no juſt 
383 for them to expect, on account of their 


ntegrity, an Exemption from any kinds of ex- 


ternal Afflictions, farther than their main Intereſts 
and Concerns require. And of this they are not 
competent judges, but it muſt be left to the on- 

ly wiſe God, who alone knows what Condition 
of Life is ſafeſt and moſt profitable for his People. 

This therefore is the leaſt that can be collected from 
theſe words of the Pſalmiſt: That the Righteous 
are as liable to the Troubles of this Life as other 
Men. Nay, I apprehend no Inconvenience in ſup- 


poſing that our Author intended ſomething more 


than this, VIZ, — | 


(.) That the Righteous are many times exercis d 


with more and greater Afflictions than the Wicked: 
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that inſtead of being diſtinguiſhed, from the Un- 
godly. by an uninterrupted Series of Succeſſes, 
and earthly Bleſſings; Men of this Character are 
frequently plunged into deeper and more grie 
vous Calamities, than their impious Neighbours. 
And this is no more than what this good Man 
remarks upon other occaſions, particularly where 
he ſays of the Wicked, that they are not in trouble, 
neither are they plagued like other Men * that is, like 
good Men, who fear God, truſt in him, and 
RSS To ooo ET io x, A 
_ Not that, as I ſaid before, this is always the 
Caſe : for ſometimes no doubt religious Men have 10 
been crown'd with an abundance of earthly Pro- 
ſperity, and Providence has interpoſed in a ſur- 
prizing manner for their Protection againſt the 
Exils and Misfortunes which have threaten'd them. 
But then the ſame infinitely wiſe and good God 
ſometimes ſees: it neceſlary to afflict others of his 
Children with ſuch degrees of Calamity and Diſ- 
treſs, as perhaps few of his Enemies feel and en- 
dure in this Life. Nay, I think. it a matter too 
plain to be deny'd, that the Righteouſneſs and 
Integrity of many good Men have proved the 
Occaſion. of grievous Afflictions. Not to men- 
tion the Martyrs of old, who were perſecuted, 
impriſon'd, tortur d, and murder'd for-Righteouf- 
neſs ſake ; tis not uncommon now a-days for 
Men to ſuffer very much, in their worldly Intereſt, 
on account of their own Sincerity and Upright- 
tentions, and the ſimplicity of their Hearts, void 
of all baſe and unjuſt Deſigns, make them often 
over credulous and too favourable in their ſenti- 
ments of others, and by that means render them 
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ble to et Men has chi while thoſe who! 
abound with the ſubtlety and cunnitig of the Ser⸗ 
peut, | but are void of the innocence of the Dove, 
proſper er in the World; the righteous” and unde- 
ſigving Man ſhall be defrauded of the Fruit of his 
Labour and the Gain of his honeſt Endeavours. 


ht mention other caſes, wherein Probity aud 


1 


Virtue lay the goock Man open to many AMi 
ons, in the Poms corrupt and vicious ftate of ie 
Won. F | 8 
But, ſays te Infidel; - how 5 this conſi abi 
With the Perfections of God ; who is ſupp ee. 
govern the World? Can it be” imagin'd that if 
all things were under his pin, and Con- 
troul , that impious and wicked Men would be 
fuffer d to proſper arid bear ſway; Whilſt the 
righteons,, Who obey his Laws, labour to act up 
to the Dignity of their Nature, and to diſcharge 
cee 80 of every Relation, are plagu ed all che 
Day, long, and chaſten'd every Törns > Woulck 
the 0 cd 50 the unjuſt, covetous, and unmer- 
ciful N n grow rich by Ungodlineſs and Cruelty ;. 
and he 5 this. labours to do joſtly, to love merey, 
and to walk humbly with his God, loſe his Sub⸗ 
ſtance, and falf into maniſold roübles on account” 
of his Uprightneſs ; mg it be thus with the 
| Good and with the, 155 Fe Ri ghteous and the 
Untighteous, 8055 1 rthe Dire&ion 
ae iſe, powerful, fut, 
and gogd Being? 255 not” ſuch ſtances” plain 
Indications, that the World i is in a ſtate of Anar- 
chy, and that the Doctrine ot Providence is no- 
; thing but a Dream of fancifol Enthuſiaſts? 
| Aale the Doctrinè of our Text, together with 
oh. Proſperity of the Wieked, has puzzled ſome 
good Men upon 4 haſty and inconfiderate View 
of. matters. Fort n hd a a Man tan David o- 
kelſe 85 


4 


{olles, that this thing was like to have been. too. 
mighty for him. His Feet, he ſays, had well nigh. 
ſlipt; he was envious at the Wicked, who pro- 
ſp erd in the World; and began to think, that 
— fy had cleanſed his Heart and his Hands in 
vain, becauſe he was plagued all the Day long, 
and chaſtend every Morning. And tis common 
for Perſons now, to ſtartle at ſuch Appearances, 
and even to ha ve their Faith ſhock'd upon the | 
like occaſions ; eſpecially if it happens to; 'be 
their own caſe, or the caſe: of others, for whom 

they have any ſpecial concern. Having there- 
fore explained and ſettled the ee of the | 
Pfalmiſt, I ſhall now proceed, ee e 


| _ To FL oe this Reta of the phi 
Many are the Aflidions.. of the. Righteous, both a- 
gainſt the Objections urged by Infidels to deſtroy. xz 
oy Doctrine of 04 and likewiſe, the = 
Scruples of ſome good Men. | | 
And 1 hope to make it appear, that this Aﬀer- © 
tion does no ways. derogate from the Care and i 
Superintendency of the great God; but that he. : 
may, conſiſtently with his Juſtice, Wiſdom, and. 
| Goodneſs, ſuffer. the Wien in endure ach 

| ee in this Life. eder 


25 


" 23. The The Aﬀiiaions, . good” lacs” cannot. im- 
4 as the Juſtice of God, if it in that 
he has an abſolute Right to diſpoſe of his own 
Favours. Were we perfectly innocent, the Au- 
thor of our Being would do us no wrong in 
afflicting us, provided that upon the whole. dur 
being in ſuch Circumſtances were preferable to 
_ Non-exiſtence. He was, at liberty, whether to. 
give us Being or not: and therefore if upon ſet- 

' thog the Vallance of A and ay rol 
enent | 


L. 5 i 'S 
* 
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Benefit of Creation, together with the Comforts 
that remain to us, againſt the Evils and Infelici- 
ties we endure ; if, I ſay, upon a fair and juſt 
Eſtimate of our Afflictions and Bleſſings, it ap- 
pear, that we have no reaſon to wiſh that we 
had never been; but on the contrary have cauſe 
to. be thankful for Exiſtence ; we have then no 
injuſtice done us, but muſt place the Overplus of 
Good to the account of Favours received; and 
this on ſuppoſition that we could expect no Re- 
ward after this Life, but were upon our Death to 
ccaſe to be. But if it be taken into the Account, 
that al have fined, and come ſhort of the Glory of 
God, and that by their Rebellion and Misbeha- 
viour, they deſerve much ſorer Puniſhment, than 


is inflicted upon any of them here: then the moſt 


afliged Saint cannot with any colour of reaſon 
complain of Injuſtice, even upon ſuppoſition that 
his preſent Gircumſtances render Death preferable 
to Life. For let his Afflictions be ever ſo many 
and great, . ſtill if he had his full deſerts the 
would be much worſe. And therefore upon 
whole matter, he ought to juſtify God, and ſay 
with the Prophet, There is no reaſon" far a living 
Man to complain, a Man por the pumiſoment of his 


the Rig hteous confider'd as God's Creatures, and 
as Sinners, have no room to exhibit a Charge of 
Injuſtice againſt him under the ſevereſt Aff ictions 
of this Life; yet, when compared with the vici- 
ous and ungodly, they certainly deſerve. better 
Treatment and a happier Fate, than thaſe: and 
therefore they have reaſon to complain of the In- 
equality of Providence, when they reflect upon 


Lam. iii. 39. 
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their own A borrünse and * FR behold 


at the ſame time the Abundance of earthly Emo- 
luments and Advantages that OW in upon the 


b. nrighteous. 


In anſwer to this en it may G6 ficient 


40 ſay, That there will be another Life after this, 
when the Righteous ſhall obtain a complete De- 
hiverance out of all his Troubles, and ſhall be am- 
ply recompenſed for all the Evils and Afflictions 
he ſuffer d here. Thus he ſhall have Beauty for 
Abe, the Oil of Joy for Mourning, and the Gar- 


ment of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavineſs. But on the 


other hand, the Wicked muſt in a little time leave 
all his earthly good things behind him, and enter 
into a' ſtate of unſpeakable Miſery ; ſo that after 
Death there will be an eternal Difference put be- 


tween the Righteous and the Wicked. And on 
this account it may be juſtly ſaid of the former, 
that it ſhall go well with him, for he ſhall eat of 


the Fruit of his doings; and of the latter, it 


ſhall go ill with him, for the Reward of his Hands 


| ſhall be given him. And this leads me to con- 


ſider another grand Exception againſt this Doc- 


een URLs © 1 ** 1 9 2 


3. That it does not ſeem to ſuit with the gas 
God profeſſes to have for Virtue and virtuous Men, 


and with the Aſſurances he has made to ſuch Per- 
ſons that he will withhold no good thing from them. 
Nay, in the preceding part of this Pſalm we have 


expreſs Promiſes of this nature made to good Men: 


1 There is no want to hem that fear him. The young 
Tions do lack and ſuffer hunger, but they that ſeek the 
Lord ſhall not want any good thing» How are ſuch 


woos as 28 e to SHY Dj! wy N 
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Jꝛear to Tear; even to their Death, converſe' with 


Troubles and Misfortunses?s?s?s? 
The Doctrine of our Text rightly confider'd is 
Io far from being repugnant to ſuch Declarations 
of the divine Goodneſs and Compaſſion, that tis 
in reality an Expreſſion and Diſcovery of it. For 
the very reaſon of God's afflicting the Righteous 
is, that he is very pitiful and of tender Mercies. 
As the cutting off a Limb to ſave the more vital 
Parts from a Mortification, or uſing Inciſions, Ve- 
ſicatories and other painful Applications to ſave 
Life, is an Indication of the Care and Regard of 
the Surgeon or Phyſician ; ſo a Courſe of afflictive 
Providences to a good Man is a Diſcovery of the 
Care and Goodneſs of God. He does not afflict 
nor grieve his Children willingly; put them to un- 
neceſſary Pain; or lay any greater weight upon 
them, than is neceſſary to keep down thei Cor- 
ruptions, to correct and deſtroy their vicious Ha- 
bits, to improve and invigorate their virtuous 
Diſpoſitions, and anſwer the gracious and merei- 
ful Ends which he has in view. Tis but of 
need be, that good Men are in heavineſi thro manifold 
Temptations.” When Afflictions are for his Peoples 
good, God makes uſe of ſuch wholeſome Seve- 
rities, and never but when there is ſuch an ca- 
ſion of em. J £27 ODE POR! 
5 ii ſay, can Afflictions be good? 
are they not grievous and troubleſome? Is not 
Health better than Sickneſs, Eaſe than Pain, 
Sight than Dimneſs, Riches than Scarcity, aud 
Succeſs than Croſſes and Diſappointments ? 
In order to ſettle this Point, and to fix the true 
Standard of Good and Evil, we are to conſider 
what is our ultimate and ſupreme: Happineſs. 
5 1 RN. i „%. e INT YE Ct to! Ih.” 
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For that is good for us, which either mediate- 
ly or immediately contributes towards this Hap- 
pPineſs; and that is evil or hurtful which tends to 
10 9 deprive us of it. Now were all our Views termi- 
— 1 nated at Death, were we to have no Exiſtence 
after this ſhort Life is ended; then that only 
would deſerve the name of Good, which contri- 
butes to the eaſe and comfort of our preſent Con- 
dition; and with a great deal of reaſon we might | 
lay with the Epicure, Let us eat and drin, for to 
morrow'e die. But this is not our Hope, we are 
deſign'd for an eternal State either of Happineſs 
or Miſery, after Death; and therefore our Eſti- 
mate of Good and Evil muſt be formed from the 
Tendency of things to prepare us for, and aſ- 
certain our Happineſs or Miſery in that State. 
For as there is no Proportion between Time and 
Eternity, ſo neither is there between the Con- 
cetus of one and the other. Suppoſe therefore 
the Happineſs of the other World were repug- - 
nant to the Eaſe and Comfort of this Life, and 
Could not be obtain'd, but at the expence of eve- 
- xy thing that is grateful and pleaſant to the ſenſu- 
al Appetite ; yet all the Inconveniences, Croſſes, 
and Sufferings of this ſhort and uncertain Life, 
mmould cbearfully be endured and conſented to as 
good, conſidering them as, * working far ut a far 
< more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory.” We 
mould then have reaſon ro kiſs the Rod, to mix 
Thankfulneſs with our Gfoans, and ſay with 
N David, 2 Tig good for us, that we have been af 
L Pifted. 9 7 33 f 4 14 e 0 na: 62 a 
_ Fhis now, is the true ſtate ofthe Cafe. Good 
Men are taught to look on themſelves but as 
Strangers and Sojourners here, as deſign'd for an- 
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eternal, unalterable State after this ſhort Life has 


a Period put to it by Death. For this State they 
were born into the World, for this they were re- 


generated by Grace, for this they live, and labour, 
and ſtrive, This World is but a ſhort Paſſage 


into another. Here they have no continuing Ci- 
ty, but are ſeeking one to come. They are upon 
a Journey towards a City, which 1s to be their 
eternal Habitation. And hence they are taught 


to eſteem the various Occurrences and Incidents 
of this World, as either good or evil, advantage- 
ous or hurtful to them, according as they affect 


their Progreſs home ward. We are now in a pro- 


bationary Condition, and are to improve our ſelves 
in Virtue, in order to be meet for an eternal ſtate 
of Happineſs. When therefore we would paſs a 


Judgment upon any thing which befals us, we are 
not to conſider it, as it affects the Senſes either 


with Pain or Pleaſure, but as it concerns our fu- 
ture Intereſt. Such a particular Circumſtance, 


ſuch an Affair, ſuch an Occurrence, what Influ- 


ence has it upon my main Concerns 2 Does it aſſiſt 


or retard me in the Chriſtian Race, which muſt 
be © finiſh'd before I die, or I ſhall loſe the 


Prize? If it tends to hinder my Courſe towards 
Perfection, to defile my Mind, to make me earth- 


ly and ſenſual, to pall my Appetite for heavenly 


things, and to make me indifferent in the Affairs of 
Religion; be it ever no pleaſing and agreeable 
to Senſe, tis evil and hurtful ; let it recom- 


mend it ſelf to the animal Part, and addreſs 


to the Paſſions' with ever ſo many gratefal and 
_ tempting" Appearances, tis ſtill pernicious. On 


the other hand, whatever tends to aid and pro- 


mote my heavenly Courſe; to fer me more at li- 
berty for Religion; to diſengage my Affections 


from earthly things; to make me more ſpiritual, 
1 e 9 devoted 
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„ 122) 
devoted to God, and intent upon the 
of a future Life; whatever, I ſay, has 


dency, is for my good, how afflictive and trou- 


bleſome ſoever it is to Senſe and the carnal Ap- 


petite. Bf» Be 6 792 „)öͤ òù ] Ä „ Nas 
No tho the beſt of Men know not how-any 
external Circumſtances and Incidents will operate 
upon the Mind, and what aſpect they may have 
upon their ſpiritual Affairs, before: they happen, 
and ſo are incapable of chooſing for themſelves; 


yet God knows perfectly well how things will 
work upon us, and affect us in theſe reſpects. 


And therefore in tender Pity and Compaſſion to 


8 yon, who ſeek him, and reſign_themſelves 
up to 


nis Conduct, he puts them into ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, as are moſt advantageous and profitable 
to their better Intereſt. Tf -ontward Proſperity 5 


zs proper for them; and the ſmiles of Providence | 
will bring them-nearer to God, inſpire them with 
Thankfulneſs and Gratitude, Charity and Benevon 
lence, quicken their Deſires, and engage their 


Labours after the bread that endures: to everlaſt- 
ing Life, and theſe valuable ends eannot be ſo ef- 
fectually ſecured and promoted any other way; 
good Men ſhall then be encompaſſed with as 
many earthly Bleſſings, as are neceſſary for ſuck 


purpoſes, and as are conſiſtent with their ſtatioon 


in Life, and the relation they bear to the main 
Syſtem. But if God ſees that Proſperity will do 
his People hurt, as to their better intereſt, affe& 
make them earthly- minded, ſe- 


— 


„ 


ſhall in the end turn to their advantage, tho they 


thro? ignorance may deprecate the uncommon: and 
neceſſary Diſcipline.” And thus he afflicts the righ» 
teous, becauſe he is good, becauſe his Mercy en- 
dureth for ever, and becauſe he has ſaid, they 
that ſeek him ſhall not want any good thing. The 


righteous therefore has the greateſt reaſon to be ea- 
ſy and ſatisfy d amidſt all his Afflictions. By refer- 
ring himſelf to God, who chaſtens him in mercy, he 


eſcapes all the intricacies and mazes, in which he 


would otherwiſe loſe and bewilder himſelf. His 
way is plain, ſo that he has no need to diſturb 
and perplex himſelf about the event of things. 


Fe has but one work to mind, and that is, to fear 


God and work Righteouſneſs; and then he may 
be certain all will end well at laſt 
And now I hope I have ſufficiently vindicated 


G 


the Conduct of Providence in afflicting good Men, 
from the imputation of Cruelty in God, who go- 


verns and directs all ſuch Events; and ſhe wn how 
we may reconcile ſuch Diſpenſations with his re- 


gard to Virtue, and the gracious Promiſes he hass 


made to thoſe who fear him. Afflictions upon the 


righteous. Man tend to the cure of his ſpiritual 
Maladies, ſubdue his exorbitant Paſſions, mortify 


him to the World, and all the hurtful Pleaſures 
and Vanities of it, raiſe his deſires from Earth 
to Heaven, excite and invigorate his Virtues, 
bring him to examine himſelf, to practiſe neg- 
lected Dutys, to prepare for Death, and to labour 


after a greater meetneſs for the heavenly State. 


If theſe things are true, as they certainly are, it 


may be ſaid, as David expreſſes it, Truly God i 


good to Ifrael, even to ſuch as are of a clean heart. 
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--4 Dur after all it may be urged « That altho 
the reaſon and tendency of fome Affiitions are 
eaſily diſcern'd, and they may be improved as 
 Chaſtiſements/of a tender and compaſſionate Fa- 
ther; yet others are dark and myſterious, ſeem © 
to thwart the divine Promiſe, and obſtru& the 
righteous Man's Progreſs, in ſome; particular and 
rhaps eminent branch of moral Goodneſs: Such, 
r inſtance, is the Caſe of thoſe whoſe Station 


gives them an opportunity of 1918 much good, 


and Power for the {i 


and they are de fir ous to uſe · both their Subſtance 
t of Religion, the relief 
of the Poor, and the benefit of their fellow Crea 
tures in general; and yet after the moſt prudent 
Care and greateſt Induſtry, they come to be ſo 
weaken'd and enfeebled, by Loſſes and Diſap- 
pointments, as to be render'd in a great meaſure 
incapable of farther Uſefulneſs. And the like 
may be ſaid of thoſe, who being much addicted 
to Piety and Devotion, chooſe to retire from the 


buſtle and cares of the World, in order to con- 


verſe with God, improve in an heavenly Tem- 


* 


4 


eg give up themſelves to Meditation and 
rayer,' Reading and other religious Dutys; but 
contrary to their inclinations, are unavoidably in- 


volved in the Hurries and Incumbrances of the 


World,” which breaking in upon their retirement, 


and interrupting their uſual courſe of Duties, 


occaſion them by degrees to abate and decreaſe 
in the Life and Spirit of their Devotion, as like+ 
wiſe in that ſenſible Pleaſure, with which it was 


wont to be attended. And how can ſach Diſ- 


penſations be ſuppoſed to anſwer any wiſe aud va- 
FAA 

In anſwer to this Obje&ion, I ſhall not deny, 
that good Men are often exerciſed with Provi- 
dences, which are as dark and myſterious as they 
1 ” - are 


— 


are afflictive and grievous. But then I muſt deny 
the inferences drawn from this Truth, as wo ag b 
injuſt and inconſequential. For, the darkneſs of 
any Providence does by no means excuſe an impa- 
tient and fretful Temper under it, nor does it 
render a religious Man incapable of improving 
the Diſpenſat ion to very good and valuable Ends 
and Purpoſes. e „ it!!!! Do eee 
1. That impatience and fretfulneſs in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances is inexcuſable, will appear if it be 
conſidered, that the ways of God are as his Laws, 
all holy, juſt, and good, however ſome of them 
are unſearchable and paſt finding out. Tho Clòuds 
and Darkneſs are round about him, yet Righte- 
ouſneſs and Judgment are the Habitation of his 
Throne. The righteous therefore may very 
ſafely repoſe himſelf in the hands of the great 
Governor of the World, whether he thinks fit to 
acquaint him with the Reaſons of his Conduct or 
not. Nay in the moſt intricate and perplex'd con- 
dition he ought to conſider, that a ſpecial and 
peculiar Providence guards and attends him; that 
therefore the moſt obſcure and myſterious Diſ- 
penſations are wiſely ordered for his Advantage; 
that the divine Perfections are conſtantly engaged, 
tho ſometimes imperceptibly, for his good; that 
his heavenly Father directs Contingencies,” has 
the management of every thing that ſeems to an- 
noy or offend him, and that he will not ſuffer any 
thing to befal him to his real hurt or damage. 
_ Beſides it ought to be conſider'd, that God is not 
aàccountable to any of his Creatures for the Rea- 
ſons of his Conduct. He taketh away, who can 
hinder him? who will ſay to him, What doeſt thou ? 
Tho the good Man may lawfully beg of God, in 
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2 meek, fwinble, and ſubmiſſive manner, to * ſew 
bim ulerefore. he "contends with him; yet it ſa- 
vours of Pride and Arrogance to maks a peremp- 
tory demand of this as his due. If he, whoſe 
Kingdom rules over all, refuſes to gratify our 
too curious Inquiries, or to anſwer our imper- 
tinent Requeſts of this kind, he does us no injuſtice 
by iy us on our right; ; ING ra dag to 


lis — — we muſt Aya be ee of 
many of them. Darkneſs and Obſcurity in theſe 
matters is no more than the neceſſary and un- 
avoidable Conſequence of our preſent Condition. 
For God himſelf is incomprehenſible, and what 
Wonder if His ways are paſt finding out? His 
Knowledge none can meaſure, nor can any fathom 
the depths" of his Underſtanding. A thouſand 
things open to his View, which are the Reaſons 
and Motives of his Conduct, and render it per- 
fectly beautiful and wiſe; but are above our reach 
or conception, and eſcape our moſt fagacious _ 
laborious Search. 1 e8 
And how can we expe. 8 than to 
abide in darkneſs when our intellectual Faculties 


couſt 805 the Svine Diſpenſations, — wha: mo 
part ſingly, and without taking into the Account 
the Circumſtances with which they are attended, 
and the almoſt infinite relations and reſpects they 
bear to other things. We cannot perteive in num- 
berleſs inſtances the particular occaſions of Provi- 
2 nor many * Om which tis — 


: * Job x, ii. 


1 . 


ſtanced, nor what views it has to future matters. 


And whilſt we thus ſtrip it of all relations and 
aſpects, which are neceſſary to give it an ami- 


able appearance; tis no Wonder if it ſeems to 


us deformed, unſhapely, confuſed, mangled, and 


a 


« Deſign and Spirit of a Poem by ſome (looſe in- 
:<. coherent pieces, and fragments of it; as of the 


4. Wiſdom, Beauty and 'Defign of Providence by 


“ any particular inſtances of it disjointed and 


—_ 


< ſeparate from the whole Syſtem © 


; % 


Beſides the Afflietions of good Med are often 


brought upon them by the inſtrumentaliry of their 


F ellow- creature 4 whoſe Methods and Ends are ap- 
parently wicked; and we are inclined to gate 


upon theſe ſecondary means and inftraments in 


forming 4 Judgment of the Providence it ſelf, 


which is apt to obſcure” the true nature and de- 


ſign of it. But God's ways are not E 
12 


nor his thoughts their thoughts. His ends in 


they are brought about: 


fering Afflictions to befal his People, are often 
contrary to the ends and J of Men by whom 


wo 


A flagrant inſtance of 
this we have in the ſufferings and death of Chriſt. 


If we conſider this Tragedy with relation to 


the bloody Conſpirators and Actors in it, it ap- 


pears ſhocking and deteſtable. We ſee in this 


— 


Scene, Pride, Covetouſneſs, Malice, Revenge, 


and almoſt every Vice triumphing over Humility, 
Meekneſs, perfect Innocence, in a word, over one 


in whom all Virtue centred and dwelt: and Whñ 


ever looks'no farther than this, and conſiders the 


_ whole Tranſactions in ſuch a diſadvantageous 


Light, can't but highly cenſure and condemn it. 
ut God, as we are told, had noble Ends, wor- 


2% 


. 
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thy of himſelf in this Affair, and ſuch. as render d 
ir the moſt glorious diſplay of all his Perfections 
that ever the World was bleſt with. Thus it 
may be ſaid of other Providences, that they ap- 
pear dark and ſhocking to us, becauſe our minds 


? 
+; 


are prejudiced with the ill deſigns of wicked 


Men, by whoſe means they are brought about; 
not conſidering that God's ends in ſuffering ſuch 


things, are vaſtly different from theirs, and as 
And if we add to all this, that our Judg- 
ments are im theſe matters apt to be perverted 
and turn'd aſide from the Laws of Equity and 
Truth, by our blind and turbulent Paſſions; we 
ſhall, I'm. apt to think, ſee, ſtill more reaſon to 
be reconciled to our . ignorance. of the ſpecial 
| Reaſons and Ends of many Providences. What 
we long and deſire after, we think it hard to 
have, deny'd us; and we are apt to pine at the 
Joſs of What we fondly love and value. And 
ſuch importunate ſtruggles and remonſtrances of 
our Affections blind the Eyes of the Mind, and 
pervert the judgment, and ſo cauſe many of the 
divine Diſpenſations to appear clouded and dark; 
which, ff ſurvey d with an impartial Eye, would 
appear reaſonable and juſt. When our. earneſt 
wiſhes are thwarted, We pronounce ſuch a Provi- 
dence to be againſt us; Whereas did we weigh it 
in the ballance of the Sanctuary, by the principles 
of Religion and right Reaſon, it would be found 
ii, one i anda... 
Thus, I hope, I have ſufficiently proved, that 
the darkneſs and obſcurity of Providence is no 
Objection in Reaſon againſt it; nor any Argu- 
gument to juſtify a fretful and impatient Temper of 
n aer thoſe Trials and Afflictions which 


ſeem to militate with our true Happineſs. I 


. : fay, 


ſay, which ſeem to militate, becauſe the incon- 
gruity is only in our own Apprehenſion. For it 
ougght to be conſider'd, that if our Afflictions ren- 


der us,; as tis pretended in the Objection, incapa- 


ble of ſome particular external Acts of moral 
goodneſs, to which we are inclined and diſpoſed, 
ſuch as Acts of Charity and Devotion; it ought to 
be conſider'd, 1 ſay, that perhaps theſe virtuous 
Habits: are tolerably well improved and confirm'd 
already, and that others as neceſſary and impor- 
tant, are growing weak and languid, for want of 
ſuch Providences as we complain of, to rouſe and 
invigorate them. And it ſhould be conſider'd 
too, that theſe good and pious Diſpoſitions and 
Deſires are nevertheleſs: pleaſing to God, and 
advantageous to our ſelves, altho the execution of 
them is put out of our power by means of ſome ex- 
ternal impediment, which Providence has thrown 
in our way. God Who ſees in ſecret, and ſearches 
the Heart, accounts of Men according to the In- 
| tegrity oſ their Intentions, and not according ta 
their outward Condition; and therefore the Man 
of a truly charitable Temper, or of a devout Diſ- 
poſi tion of Soul, ſhalb at laſt meet with as ample 
a reward, as if his Ability and Circhmſtances 
gave him the pleaſure of abounding in external 
acts of Charity or Devotion: ſo that upon the 
V hole, the good Man's main Intereſt is no ſufferer 
by ſuch Providences as have been mention c. 
2. L ſhall now endeavour to ſhew, that our ig- 
orange of the ſpecial reaſons of any Afflictions 
does not render us incapable of making a good 
and profitable uſe and improvement of them. 
For there are many Duties, which are apparently 
proper to be attended to and practiſed on ſuch 
occaſions, the neglect of which cannot be excuſed 
by any pretences of Myſtery and Darkneſs in the 
Providence with which we are exerciſed. For 
| 1 . inſtance, 


= Ke 30 
iuſtance; Patience ſhould at ſuch Seaſons. have its 
perfect work. Patience and Reſignation to God 
under A fflictions, are Duties of great importance, 
highly neceſſary, acceptable to God, and profita- 
ble to our ſelves. And nothing has a greater 
tendency to [exerciſe and improve theſe divine 
Graces and Virtues, than ſuch Trials which are 
dark and myſterious. Thus we find when Job- 
Patience and Reſignation: were to be proved and 
vindicated againſt the falſe Inſinuations of Satan, 
he was not onty to be loaded with a complica- 
rion of aggravated Misfortunes and Afflictions, 
but the ſpecial Reaſons of them were to tie hid 
from him. The more dark and intrirate the Pro- 
vidence is, the fitter opportunity is there fer Px. 
tience and Reſignation to exert and e 
ſelves. Moreover, ſuch Afflictions are pr. 
awaken us to a due conſideration of our 9 
and a thorow and impartial Examination of -our 
Hearts and Lives, the moſt-likel way to fiud out 
and amend What has been amifs in both“ Be- 
ſides, We may learn from all Afflictions, even 
_ thoſe which are dark and intricate; that all ſub- 
tupary Enjoyments are uncertain and frail, like 
broken Reeds, or Jonabs Gourd, which ſprang 
up and periſhid in a night: And therefore we 
Mould not ſet our Affections om any thing! here, 
but on things above, where: Chriſt” ſitteth at he 4 
right Hand of God; on theſe celeſtial Riches 
Which are durable, and not liable to corruption or 
to be taken from us. Pinally we may learn from all - 
ſuch Afflictions to prepare for Death, and another 
World, when, if we ſo number our Days here as 
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to? apply our Hearts to Wiſdom; we mall obtain 
perfect and complete Deliveratice out of all our 
Troubles, and enter into a ſtate of eternal Ref 
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III. To 3 the Senſe 3 Lnport; f the ones. | 
„ of the Pſalmiſt, W e But the Lord 


delivereth zim out of them all. 
. 


And as I have all along tmd, an Eye to 


Del werds in treating upon the former Part of 
the Text, there is the leſs need to enlarge upon it 
here · It may be conſidered AS reſpecting either 

| this s Life or that which i is to come. 75 


1190 If it i as ps og to ö this Life, 


it cannot be deſignd to aſſure the good Man, 
that all his external Afflictions ſhall be intirely 


removed in his Life: time; or that he ſhall. before 


he dies have a full and perfect Releaſe from all 


earthly Troubles and Vexations. Poſſibly this 
may be the Caſe of ſome good Men, and per- 
haps David was favour'd with ſuch a happy Turn 
in his Affairs, When he compos d this Plalm. . But 


i ve ſuppoſe he deſign d it for general Uſe to the 
Righteous, in future Time, and Ages, even to the 
End of the World, he can't be thought to mean, 


by theſe words, that all righteous Men ſhould, 


like himſelf, be deliver d out of all their external 
Oalamities in the preſent State. This is more 


than can be certainly depended upon, and if this 
Promiſe be ſtreteh'd to ſuch! a length, we mall 
frequently be forced to give up our Charity in or- 


ger to reconcile it with matter of fact. There 
have been in all Ages Inſtances. of Men, Wo 
have given indubitable Proofs of their Sincerity 
and Uprightneſs, who yet have conflicted With 
Troubles and Diſappointments to their dying day, 


Tbeir Afflictions have been great and many, 
and they have carried them to their Graves, 
Now 'twould be very harſh and uncharitable to 


exclude ſuch TR out * the W ofi the 


Fu Righteous, 
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Righteous, becauſe 8 Sdn not obtain a Deliver- 
ance in this Life from their external Ils and Ca- 

lamities. * 
We Py enter interpret this: Expreſſion, 
and others of the ſame nature; in a Senſe which 
will ſuit the Caſes of all good Men, and render 
It a ſure Foundation of their Faith' and Hope. 
And I think theſe two r ny ſafely be col- 
: Tected from It. 
che Righteous ſeek the Lord, and 
reſign themſelves up to him, however their external 
Calamities and Afflictions may continue, they 
mall obtain an inward and ſpiritual Deliverance, 
By Which! mean that their Minds ſhall be ſuited 
to their Condition, and they ſhall: have ſtrength 
according to their Day. Thus David could ſay, 
under great Afflictions, that % his \ Fleſh and 
bis Heart failed him, yet God was the ſtrength of his 
Hart. And tis on this account that the Prophet 
ſtyles the Lord, his People's Strength in Trouble. 
Such a Deliverance therefore the Righteous may 
expect in this Life, if they are not wanting in 
their Truſt and Confidence in God. The Infir- 
mities of their Bodies ſhall be ſuſtain'd with a 
proportionate Strength and Firmneſs of Soul: 
Their Diſappointments and Croſſes ſhall be com- 
nfated with a ſeaſonable Fortitude and Bravery 
of Mind, which ſhall keep them! from Dejection: 
And the Diminution of their Subſtance ſhall be 
attended with an equal abatement and contracti- 
on of their Deſires. And thus the good Man 
is deliver'd from the worſt and moſt (grievous 
part of his Afflictions, viz. a temper and diſpoſi- 
tion of Mind repugnant and oppoſite to his ex- 
n SG and Sage too a His e e 
75 2 ra. hex 5 7 555 9 5 LO 3 2 ; 25 12 nd 115 3 
a 5 


4 * 1 F . "Fa : 4a 


\ 


by his Grace eſtabliſhes a harmony and- agree- 
ment between the habitude and frame of his Mind 


and his Circumſtances, and hereby amidſt Storms 
and Tempeſts he enjoys a Calm; and tho trou- 
bled on every fide, yet being poſſeſs'd of that 


Peace which the World can neither give nor take 


away, he can ſay with St: Paul, that he is not 


diſtreſſed. God in the midſt of the good Man's 


Afflictions, calls up his Mind, his Thoughts, 


his Meditations, his Deſires, and his Hopes, 


0 from Earth to Heaven; and enables him with ge- 
which would otherwiſe bear down his Spirits, and 
prays. Burden too heavy ta be ſupported. His 


 Wiogs,to his Faith and Hope, enables him to ſoar 
aloft to thoſe. things within the Veil, and which 
are 1nv1 


bh 4 x AY * 


: 


when he, h 


what, Sc, #qul, gbrain.d upon his Prayer to God, 


2 Cor. ir. 8. Rom. viii, 18, „ a 
3 8 Fd 2 | able 


* 


nerous Courage to bear, as light, thoſe Evils, 


2 


(340 


5 able Deliverance, yet *tis not all that the Ri hte- 
15 may expeR from the Aſſurance in the Text. 
. - G 
Ke 2.) He may gage, Fender ei or uber | 
of 2 la potetmenk that as God afflicts him as 
a tender ,and compaſſionate Father, for his good, 
and only when ſuch diſcipline is needful ; fo, that 
he ſhall be deliver'd from his outward as well as 
inward Trouble, ſo ſoon as; the reaſon of their 
being inflicted ceaſes, and the good Ends of them 
are accompliſhed. And ſooner than this, ſure no 


wiſe Man would wiſh to be deliver'd out of them. 


For to be releaſed from ſuch Trials, before they 
have anſwer'd their End, is ſo far from being a 
Diſcovery of Mercy and Compaſſion in God, 
that ' tis an Expreſſion of his Wrarh and hot Dif 

pleaſure.” Such a Deliverance is granted as 4 
Curſe, and is a Conſequence of Mens being gi- 
ven up as deſperate and irreclaimable. Juſt as Pa- 
rents ceaſe to correct their rebellious. Children, 
when they find it to no purpoſe; ; fo God ceaſes to 
chaſtiſe the Sons of Men when they grow incorri- 
gible under the Rod, and revolt more and more 
And this may ere to account for the ande 5 
why ſome righteous Men have more, ſome leſfs 
Trials in this Life; and why ſome obtain à ſpeedy 
: Deliverance, and others have their Afflictions con- 
tinued' from Year to Year, and ſometimes to the 
time of their Death. The Trials of the former 


| | did not require any long eontinuance; but the 


the latter may be eminently virtuous, and their 
good Works may ſhine ren before Men, yet 
God ſees twould be works with them in this 
reſpett ſhould he releaſe em intirely from their 
AMicions and * * with a * of Eafe 
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and Proſperity. And hence as a tender aud com- | 


paſſionate Father he repeats his Severities, and 
continues them under ſuch wholeſom tho un- 
pleaſant diſcipline, till they lay down their Bodies 
in the Graves, wliere the weary. are at reſt?. 
And this leads me, i l ro 


v 


226. To conſider this Deliverance of the Righte- 


ous, as it relates to another World. The Propo- 
ſition is ſtrictly and literally true, if refer'd to the 
ſtate of good Men after Death. For Whatever 


Afflictions they endure; here, and to whatever 


length they are drawn out and extended; yet 


they ſhall at death be deliver d out of them all. II 
they carry their Burden to the Grave, there they 


drop it, and ſhall take it up no more. Hence the 


ſtate of good Men after death, is eall'd a Reſt * - 
for they reſt from their Labourt. This is fully and 
expreſly aſſerted by St. John, when ſpeaking of the 


Saints in Heaven he ſays: All Tears ſhall be wiped 
away from their Eyes; and there ſhall le na more Death, 
neither Sorroꝛo nor Crying, neither ſhall there be auy more 
Pains fon the former things are paſt away, i. e. all cauſes 
of Trouble and Sorrow ſhall in Heaven be taken 
away. And indeed tis highly reaſonable to con- 


clude that the Righteous ſhall after death be de- 


liver d out of all his Troubles and Calamities; if it 


be conſider d that there the Reaſon and Ends of 


them ceaſe. The general End of Afflictions is, 
that the good may be made better, that they may 


be purged and refined from their Sin and Droſs, 
have their corrupt Habits weaken'd and deſtroy'd, | 


and be improved in Holineſs and Virtu. 


gut aſter death the Righteous ſhall be refined 
to a'true Standard, be intirely cleanſed from moral 
 Defilements, and be confirmed and eſtabliſhed in 


all the Principles of - Virtue and Holineſs: -- 
Job iii. 173 * Heb. iy; 9. 5 Rev. Al. 4. 
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And, oh] hat pleaſure and ſatisfadlion muſt 
it miniſter to the Saints above, to reflect upon 
their earthly Trials, as over and paſt, and as 
now no longer neceſſary l Yes, may the Righteous 
then ſay, I was afflicted on Earth, to cleanſe me 
from my Sins, but now I find my ſelf clean.. I 
endured many Temprations; for che exetelſe and 
improvement of my Graces, but now: they are 
perfected; my Faith is curnid 8 my 
Hope intè Enjoyment; my Eove to Gd is no- 
bright and flaming, and my delight in his Service 
conſtant and uninterruptedꝰ; I am now what 
my Afflictions were deſignd to mate me, holy as 
God is holy. And what anaddition: to his / Hap- 
pineſs muſt the remembrance: of his \paſkiAMic- 
tions make, when he ſhall be able to look back 
and perceive the harmonious Tendency of all for 
his good? For tis reaſonable to ſuppoſe that the 
Rightèeous in another World will beg able to diſ· 
cern ithis happy Agreement and Efficacy of all 
Providences in which himſelf was concern'd on 
Earth! For when the Soul" ſhall be uncloth'd, 
not only of tie cumberſome Garment of Fleſh, 
but alſo of the thick Veil of Sin and evil Concu- 
piſcence, which here blinds its Eyes, and hinders 
its Penetration, twill diſcetn more clearly and 
paſs a better Judgment on things, than now it 
can: Hence we may conclude; that what ap- 
pears now dark and myſterious, will then ap- 
pear plain and eaſy; and Providences, which now 


are too mighty for us, will then emerge out of 


the abyſs of Obſcurity; and be thorowly under- 
ſtood- Eſpecially confidering; that as the Mind 
ſhall be then ſet at liberty from its dark Con- 
_ finement/ and renderid more ſuſceptive of Know- 
ledge, ſo all the Providences of God relating to 

„„ . capacious 
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capacious: Soul will be able ro contemplate them 
altogether, as they lie in a beautiful Corine&ion 
- with felation to and dependence upon one an- 
other. A whole Train and Series of Diſpenſa- 


tions in an exact order will then perhaps be ex- 


hibited to the View of the Righteous, with all 
the advantages of Beauty and Concord amidſt Va- 
riety. Then the firſt}: and the laſt; and all inter- 


mediate Providences, will be preſented as in 4 


Landskip, in one comprehenſive View. And when 
Providence ſhall have thus made its Revolution, 
thoſe Inſtances of it which ſeem'd obſcure when 


conſider'd alone, and in a ſeparate; disjointed 


ſtate, will be clear q up by others antecedent and 
ſubſequent to them; and the Thouglits may ſpread 
themſelves with pleaſure upon a Subject, whie 
here ſeem'd too difficult, and unravel a thouſand 
Myſteries which before were inexplicable. 
nd Deſign will then appear to run 'tht& 
the [whole Labyrinth of Providence; and Co 
templation ſhall be able to trate it thro' all the 
windings and itvolutions of the divine Conduct, 
in which the wiſeſt of Men nero loſe and be: 
wilder themſelves. e 
Indeed what leſs can be expected, po. the. 
_ cleareſt Diſcoveneb of rhe Wiſdom and Beauty of 
Providence, when the enlarged Mind ſhall * 2 
fall /Proſpe& 'of--a')whole  Syſtem-of it at once? 
and which is more than all the reſt, God himſelf 
vill condeſcend to let us into the Reaſons of his 
on Conduct, as far ' as we can deſire to be 'ac- 


quainted with it, however in this probationary 


State he ſaw it proper ſometimes to wrap him- 
ſelf up in Clouds and Darkneſs. And, Lord, in 
what a different View will our many Afflictions 


then appear, from what they now bear. Then ; 


0 thols Troubles, which we thought made againff 
us, 


— 


— 
. G —_ + 2 
. 0 "y ea ES — 
— wg x - . 
— l „ — — — — — 2 = 2 * 


— 
— 


= 


— 
= 22 


3 ———— A ͤ— ä ———— 
— —-— 


(48). 
| m6! wall . to be bigluy neceſſary and pro 
pg Here, ſays my God, here's the Provi- 
dence that puzaled and ſhack'd thy Reaſon on 
Earth, and for which thou wert ready to ar- 
raign and: condemn the equity and wiſdom of my 
Conduct; ſee here the unreaſonableneſs of thy 
umu againſt i it, behold what noble Ends were 

accompliſhed and brought about by it, and What 
momentous [905 racing depended upon it : 


This, 1 that, and a theuſand other Bleſſings = 


n from it; and now inſtead of cenſuring it 
as abſurd or unequal, learn to admire: it as one 
Wet pecalien. and means of thy preſent Hap- 
Nenn Wi ras cy a Fg 249670 " 1: ar a 22. 8 11 5 
"Bur let us not voriture too far beyond our Depth: 
"Tis certain that the Deliverance, which the rig - 
teous ſhall obtain after Death, will not only free 
them from all Afflictions and Troubles, but de 
Attended with exquiſite: Joy and Pleaſure; which 
ſhall be unſpeakably beighten'd and improv'd by 
the reflection on their earthly. Troubles and Af- 
Aer and the Tendency olf them to fit and 
iſpoſe them for their nen On: of. Purity and | 
* A eee dr * 
10 W. Ad n now e t fins: to 8 2 long, Diſ⸗ 
eourſe with: à few Remarks, ſuitable to the Sub- 
ject, and the e eee . Slew: 
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Ts Tho. a gent Part of our * declas 
rative of the condition of good Men in this Life, 

and is iluſtrated and confirm d by a multitude f 
inſtances in every Age; yet as it ſtands upon 
ſacred Record, tis of ſingular uſe, and deſerves 
gur frequent and ſerious meditation. For when 
n d as a truth coming from: the mourh.of 
one 
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righteous are many, Men of this Character will 
eaſily learn to expect fuch Trials, and ſubmit to 
them as appointed by God for their Lot and Por- 


under their Calamity, to conſider that Men much 
greater and better than themſelves have endured 

Afflictions, and thar'/fuch Providences are not in- 
conſiſtent with God's ſpecial Love. In a word; 
ſucli Scriptures will keep the good Man from ex- 
pe cting more from Religion than *rwas defign'd 


for; and from concluding under Afflictions that 


he hath cleanſed his Heart, and waſhed his Hands 
in innocence in vain; eſpecially if to this Pro- 
poſition, Many are the Aflictions of the rigbteous; 
he connects what follows in the Text, But ibe 

Lord delivereth him out of them all.. 


2. This ſhould teach us the neceſſity of living - 
by Faith. For to think only upon their Troubles, . 


is enough to fink the Spirits of the Righteous, 


and bring them to ſay with David, that their Af- 


fictions are too heavy for them to bear. But a ſtrong 
Faith in the Promiſes of God, will bear them up 


amidſt all the Evils of this Life. When the good 
Man can perſuade himſelf (and he has foundation 


enough in the promiſe of God for ſuch a perſua- 


ſion) that his Afflictions ſhall laſt no longer than 
till they have anſwer' d the Ends for which they 
were appointed; and that in the mean time he 


ſhall have ſtrength according to his Day; ſuch 2 
Faith will tend to quiet the Mind, calm every 


angry Paſſion, and+ bring him patiently to hope 
for better times. But if his Faith ſtretches it ſelt 
beyond Time into Eternity, and brings him to 


eontemplate the perfect and compleat deliverance 


vhich he ſhall obtain after Death; he will be en- . 
abled to rejoice in Affliction, conſidering that the 


Suffering s 1 


one infpired by God, chat the Afflictions of the. 
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1 ſufferings of the preſent time aue not worthy to be com- 


(40; )) 
pared with the Glory which Hall be revealed in him. 
3. This ſhould! make the good Man long for 

Heaven. This World it ſeems is a vale of Tears, 
in which the beſt of Men converſe with Trou- 
bles, are encompaſsd with Sorrows, and like the 
Captain of their Salvation acquainted with Griefs. 
But after Death, all Tears ſhall be wiped away 
from their Eyes, and there! ſhall be no more Sor- 
row nor Crying. Who then would not with St. 
Paul, defire to depart and be withiChriſt, uhich is far 
better? J Gr DBPASY M57 Ha; 4G! 
4. Laſtly, we ſhould learn from hence, not im- 
moderately to mourn for the Lofs of our Friends, 
Who are departed in the Lord. Their Preſence 
and pious Converſation were perhaps very endear- 
ing and deſirable; but the conſideration of that 
inexpreſſible Gain and Happineſs, their removal 
from us has put them into the poſſeſſion of, ſhould 
temper aud alle viate our Grief, and almoſt dry 
up our Tears. They are gone from a world ö of 
FBnares, Sorrows, and Diſappointments, into the 
Regions of bliſs, ;where there is fulneſs. of Joy and 
Pleaſures for ever mur. They are by Death de- 
liver d out of all their Afflictions, and are now 
- contemplating with clearneſs and certainty, the 
Reaſons, and admiring the Beauty and Wiſdom 
of thoſe Providences, which here ſeem'd ſo dil- 
agreeable and ſhocking; They are now tracing 
the happy tendency and efficacy of thoſe Diſpen- 
ſations, which lock'd in this Life | with ſo gloomy 
aud threatning an Aſpect. And can we be in- 
cConſolable for the Loſs of ſuch Friends, who 
ſleep in Jeſus, and are gone to inherit the Pro- 
mies, on which they had anchor'ditheir Hope in 
ee en edo ec nid 
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And here methinks I would addreſs my ſelf to 
the ſurviving Relatives of our deceaſed Friend 
and Brother. Your Loſs it muſt be confeſs'd is 
great. Death has ſnatch'd from you à Friend, 
an Husband, a Father, whom you had reaſon to 
love and value. But you are to conſider that he 
is taken away from all his paſt Troubles, and is 
enter'd upon that ſtate of Reſt, which remains for 
the People of God. I know you are well fatiſ- 
fy'd he was one of them, whom our Author in 
the Text {tiles righteous. Indeed he gave ſuch 
full Proofs of his Integrity and Uprightneſs in the 
general courſe of his Converſation, that I believe 
all, who knew him, muſt eſteem him to have been 

a good and religious Man. „ 
He was naturally of a free open Temper, 
and his Converſation was facetious and pleaſant ; 
but then he took care to mix and temper it with 

a Seriouſneſs becoming the importance of Reli- 
gion. He kept himſelf unſpotted from the World, 


and would not comply with the Vices of the 


Times. For tho he was far from affecting Singu- 
larity in matters of indifference, but would con- 
form to thoſe Cuſtoms which he thought inno- 
cent and conſiſtent with à good Conſcience; yet 
he carefully ſhun'd vicious ones, and would not 
He took care to grace his Profeſſion of Reli- 
gion, by praQifing the Duties of every Relation. 
Hle was a chaſte and kind Husband, a tender 
and affectionate Father. In his Conduct towards 
his Children, he took care to maintain his paren- 
tal Authority, and at the ſame time to treat them 
with an engaging familiarity, which were ſo 
wiſely mix'd and temper'd together, that he at 
once drew both their Love and Reverence. 
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employ 
that Part of th 
feſſedly adhered, and gave up himſelf- But then 


; 

Me 
* 
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Ik; we conſider 9521 in the capacity of a Trader, 
weſee Juſtice and Honeſty guiding and regulating 
all his Tranſactions; inſomuch that of the vaſt 
number of Servants he employ'd for many Years, 


none can juſtly complain of oppreſſion, or being 
defrauded of his hire. And of the many with 


whom he negotiated in buying and ſelling, not 


any one can charge him with unfair Uſage, or 
breach of Contract. For many Tears he managed 
great Buſineſs very honourably, and with ſuch, 


regularity and order, that he found leiſure to eu- 
joy his Friends, and ſerve his God. And when 


his bodily infirmities obliged him to quit it, he 
retired with Reputation and Credit, but to the 


grief of his poor Dependants, who lamented the 


Lofs of fo good a Maſter. | 


If we view him as a Member of ditt Sede 


we ſee in him a zealous Patriot, one heartily 


concern'd for the Rights and Liberties - of his 


Country, and upon many occaſions ſacrificing 
his own private bs nl to chat of _ Pub- 
lick. 


2 we ds Fan a8 4 Chriſtian; hen was'a ty 4M 
heartily attach'd to the Intereſt of Religion in/ge- 


: eee and of catholick Charity for all good Men 


of eve ry Denomination: But his Care was chiefly 
d for the ſupport and encouragement of 
catholick Church to which he A 


*Ewas With a tus regard to the Peace and Welfare 


of the whole Body, which: mould always bound 


and direct the Chriſtian Zeal and Concern for any” 
one Branch or Member of it. . 56 ö 
7 Vie expreſs d a very great Concern for the good 


3 6b this Society, of which he continued many 


Tears an honourable and uſeful Member. He was 


8 exemplary, for his conſtant Attendance on the 
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publick Service of the Church, on all Occaſions. 
Twas a rare thing to ſee his Place empty in the 
Houſe. of God, either on the Lord's-day, or at 
any other time. Nay, he would break thro! a 
great many Difficulties which lay in his way, and 
Sian tly ſuch as many others would have reckon'd 
ſufficient. Excuſes for their Abſence, The very. 


laſt time of his appearing abroad was in the. 
Houſe of God, when his Illneſs was ſo great 
that he could hardly endure the length of the Ser- 


vice; and his Friends thought him fitter for his 


Bed, than any other Place. Nor was it enough, 


with him to encourage publick and ſocial Wor- 
ſhip with his own preſence, but he would take 


: care to have his Family with him too. And thus 
be trod in the Steps of good Joſhua, who could 


ſay, As for me and my Houſe, we will ſerve the 
Thus lived this good Man the Life of the Righ= 
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| like his. He expreſs'd upon his Death-bed an 
intire Satisfaction, was not afraid to die, and to 


give an Account of himſelf to his merciful and 


righteous Judge, having conceived good hopes 
that he ſhould ſleep in Jeſus, and that Death 
would be his Gain. When he found himſelf juſt 
launching out of Time into Eternity, he call'd 


his Children around his Bed, and gave them one 
by one bis paternal Bleſſing and dying Charge, 


| and then gave up the Ghoſt. 


And now he is deliver'd- out of all his Troubles, 


and enter d upon a ſtate of Reſt, where he ſhall 
feel no more Pain nor Sorrow. Many were his 


Afflictions here, but now his Warfare is accom- 


pliſh'd, his Trials are at an End, his Fears re- 
 warded with Rivers of Pleaſure, and he, I doubt 


not, receiving Beauty for Aſhes, the Oil of Joy for 
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„and no wonder then if his laſt End was 


22 V 75 2518 

As he lived an hononrable Liſe, 

2 qr Character behind him, amongſt all 
Par ties both in Church and State. 

To the ſorrowful Widow, therefore, and hi- 
ren of our deceaſed Friend 1 would ay, Comfort + 
ut ſelves with theſe things, Inſtead of grieving ex- 

- cbffively under your T0 endeavour to be Fol- . 
lowers of him, as far as he Was of Chriſt; and 

thi od ſhall be your God, and the Bleſſings 

teded from his us * be man deſcend 
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